NB: Dear Member, would you please kindly update your information at our offices or on our Website! We would like that your Info be current. This will help improve our communication.
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October 2009 Edition

Message from the Chairperson

I would like to take the opportunity to thank everyone for the support BCT has received from members during the year, so far. 

As we said at the AGM, it was a year to start building on the very solid foundations already in place. We have started by increasing our staff levels to cater more fully for the office and marketing functions and we welcome our new staff and trust they will carry on, as they have started, with enthusiasm and commitment. 

As ever we welcome comments and input from all of our members, and in this context, we have had some really good suggestions and innovative ideas already which we hope to be able to expand upon as 2010 proceeds. There are some very exciting plans and we will involve everyone as these come to fruition.

Once again, for those ready preparing to take off for the coming holiday have a prosperous festive seaon and an even better , til next edition.

David Mourant
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AGM 2008 / 2009

On the 30th September 2009, BCT and it’s members held an AGM at the Coronation Park in Barberton. The evening event attracted stakeholders, which included potential members and existing members, BCT staff, Media etc.

Mr Dave Mourant, Chairperson of the organisation opened welcomed all and also mentioned that he was humbled to be elected the chairperson of this wonderful organistation. 

He took the audience through a slide presentation  of  just over an hour long,  in which some of the challenges this organisation is facing were mentioned.

It was also mentioned that some of the challenges the organisation is facing led to appointing more staff in order to enhance customer/visitors experience. The lack of funds in the organistation was also brought to the attention of the members.

The slides were shared, amongst others, by Sue Brandt, Willem Kruger and  Deputy Chairperson, Mrs Josephine Mlotshwa. 

The AGM was well arranged and the attendance was satisfactory though more members were expected.

www.barberton.co.za
OFFICE NEWSThe new staff members at BCT have since been appointed which include the Office Manager as well 2 new Info Officers Ms. Mashudu Muvari and Mr. Lucky Maseko who will be joining Ms. Fikile Soko as the 2nd and 3rd Info Officers in the Info office, whilst Mr. Sthembiso Mbuyane has been appointed as the new Office Manager. 

Ms. Astrid Christianson will now focus on the marketing side as a Marketing Manager. Surely these changes effected will bring home some necessary positives.

VISITORS TO OUR OFFICE

For the month of October, there was  a total of 384 visitors. This includes local, national and international tourists who came to visit us for one service or another.                                                                                                     

Whilst it is our aim to increase this number, we are happy that people do realise the need to  make use of this Visitor Information Centre.                                                                                       

Most people are really impressed with the service we provide to them as we make it a point to ask them, how they perceive things, and we’re glad they find us being very helpful.  
BCR AND BCT JOINS Forces

Barberton Community Radio Station has allowed the BCT some airtime to educate community members about the functions of  Barberton Tourism.

Tune in evey 2nd Tuesday of the month at 18h30 and listen to the show. Isn’t this another initiative to market Barberton as the preferred Tourism destination?

EVENTS EVENTS EVENTS 

EVENTS EVENTS EVENTS 

The Barber Reef Festival

When Sthembiso asked Astrid about the function, this is what she had to say: ‘We are proud of the role we played in the success of the Barber Reef Festival held at the Coronation Park recently. Absa Bank and the Barberton High School played a major role in the success of this event. 

Music galore, with national icons like Snotkop and Jakkie Louw were sharing the stage on Friday and Saturday nights respectively. Local talent also proved to be growing at an acceptabe rate as Barberton talent performed, sharing the stage with the best. Potjiekos, Miss and Mr ‘Baba’ Barberton Daisy took place.

This is one Festival enjoyed by locals and nationals who come from all corners of the country to celebrate here in Barberton. This is not only good for Barberton cultures but also good for Barberton Tourism. That’s why we want to ensure that our guests experience the best hospitality spirit they ever experienced anywhere else’, Concluded Astrid aka Squeeza in many circles.

CONGRATULATIONS to Ms Flicka Goslett of Umjndi Jewellery Project for winning a Lowveld Chamber of Business and Tourism (LCBT) Community Service Award in a prestigious, glitz and glamour function at the Emnotweni Arena.

Mayor Lassy Chiwayo praised all the nominees.

EARLY STURGEONS’ CHRISTMAS 

Sturgeons Hardware is sponsoring a trip for more than 70 children who will be visiting the KNP on the 28th November 2009. This is the 2nd time, consecutively,  that Sturgeons’ has done this for this kids who cannot afford such trips. 

Thanks to the understanding of the Sturgeons. We also appreciate the fact that the KNP has afforded us this opportunity. BCT is facilitating this event, we are, simply, proud to be involved once more.

Christmas Party For Thandanani Home Base Care

Victoria Tea Garden, Rotarians, and BCT will, again, hold a Chritmas party for Thandanani Home, early in  December. This is a 2nd time in a row they are doing this noble gesture, last year 82 kids attended

We, hereby, appeal to all interested parties to make a donation of any kind in order for this event to be a success. 

Any donation can be handed in at the BCT office, preferably by the end of November 2009. Each donor will be issued a receipt. 

‘We give the kids a meal, a present and some goodies to take home with’. Concluded Astrid, who can be called at 013 712 2880 for more info. 
NB: Dear Member, it’s Festive time, again. Contact and tell us what you plan to do this Festive season. 

Any exciting News?  We have a space for you on our Newsletter.

Contact Sthembiso at 013 71 2880. E-mail: sthembiso@barberton.co.za.

Our Newletter is Distributed Monthly. Your ideas and opinions are welcome 
BARBERTON FOR WORLD HERITAGE SITE
Geologists and other stakeholders are working, tirelessly, to ensure that Barberton get the status of a World Heriatge Site.  On Saturday, 17 Oct  2009; a team of comprising of Geologists, Tony Ferrar, Community members, Visitors  and 2 of the BCT staff, went on a ‘mission’ finding on the Bulembu road.  

The trip was very interesting as we stopped at most interesting places to appreciate amazing rocks and their different layers. Some layers were lying in different directions, making it look like a piece artistic work that hand made and beautiful. We encourage all community members to join if and when another geo trail take place.  Know more about Barberton before you are told by tourist about the amazing story of our town.
l

BULEMBU ROAD

The Swazi government is on the verge of 

upgrading it’s road infrastructure on their side. This is after the Bulembu road has been upgraded and completed on the South African side.  Even before the other side is done, the stats have grown in terms of the people using this port. In July, arrivals grew by 712 and for the same period Departures grew by 256, as compared to last year. 

The road is a gateway to Swaziland through Barberton and we need to maximise its spin offs.

ATTENTION MEMBERS!

Please update your details with us. Your info might be outdated. Please contact us to update or give us a visit.

BCT AT THE GETAWAY SHOW – Johannesburg

The 17th annual Getaway Show was a huge success with over R1 million worth of prizes, 400 exhibits, demonstrations, activities, Spin & Win, the Hansa Beer Tent and 11 Adventure Workshops.

Over 19 500 visitors were kept informed and entertained with the great mix of outdoor- and travel-related products and destinations on offer, as well as an array of exciting activities and demonstrations for the whole family. 
The Getaway Show team would like to thank both our exhibitors and visitors for their continued support of the show – without you the show would no Getaway Show.

BCT was there. Thanks  Astrid.
TO ALL BUSINESS PEOPLE AND POTENTIAL BUSINESS PEOPLE IN AND AROUND UMJINDI

Kindly register your business with us by obtaining a membership form at our office or by filling in an application form on our website. This is for Mahhala, FREE. Register now and ENJOY the benefits. 

BCT reserves a right to make amendments on the above without prior notice

This issue was co-ordinated by BCT staff  and board Members.   Josephine (082 782 7861) or

Sthembiso (013 712 2880). Please visit www.barberton.co.za.

For more Information and comments, kindly contact us at 013 712 2880 or please e-mail Sthembiso at 

sthembiso@barberton.co.za
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